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Jubilee is a gamesong from the Ritchie family
of Kentucky. Jean Ritchie is best known for
her recording of it, but as with all folk music,
there are many different variations.

The tune is simple, and is meant to be sung
by the game players.
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From MUDCAT:

“Children stand facing a partner in two lines holding hands. The
ends of the lines also hold hands so they can circle to the left un-
til back in their original position in two lines. Hands are dropped
and the pair at the head of the line skips sideway to the bottom
of the set as the others clap. Once they reach the foot the game
continues as before. “ g

From Victoria Bowler

“one verse 1, head couple joins hands and all form a circle, mov-
ing left with a running step once around and back to place. On

"

the chorus, "sing and turn

all form two lines again and head
couple link right arms, turn once, then left arm swing once. On
the following verses the head couple reels down the line, always
giving left arm to the partner in the center. During reel sing any
verse except first with the chorus following each verse. When
the head couple reaches the foot of the set they remain, and the
new head couple join hands to make a circle, and dance begins

over. “ @
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All out on the old railroad,
’S’all out on the sea,
’S’all out on the old railroad
Far as eye can see.

Swing 'n’ turn, Jubilee!
Live 'n’ learn, Jubilee!
Hardest E% ever done
Working on the farm,
Easiest work | ever done
Swinging my true love’s arm.

Swing 'n’ turn, Jubilee!
Live 'n’ learn, Jubilee!
Coffee grows o:% white-oak tree,
Sugar runs in brandy,
Boys as pure as a lump of gold,
Girls as sweet as candy.

Swing 'n’ turn, Jubilee!
Live 'n’ learn, Jubilee!
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If  had me a needle and thread
Fine as | could sew,
Sew my true love to my side,
And down this creek I'd go.

Swing 'n’ turn, Jubilee!
Live 'n’ learn, Jubilee!
If | had :o:@m&w to ride,
I'd be found a-crawling,
Up and down this rocky road
Looking for my darling.

Swing ’'n’ turn, Jubilee!
Live 'n’ learn, Jubilee!
All out on ﬁmﬁ._a railroad,
’S’all out on the sea,
’S’all out on the old railroad
Far as eye can see.

Swing 'n’ turn, Jubilee!
Live 'n’ learn, Jubilee!



