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The song Shady Grove probably began life in eastern
Kentucky/Tennessee in the 1800s. There are towns called
Shady Grove in Virginia or Kentucky, though the title
originally refer to a place, it is now used as the name of a
person. It's even possible that Shady Grove might be a
mishearing of Matty Grove, though the two songs are dif-
ferent and not related. While certain verses seem to be
linked with the tune, other 'floating’ verses are often at-
tached by different singers.

The earliest recording was The Kentucky Thorobreads
'Shady Grove' recorded in September 1927 in Chicago
and issued as Paramount 3080.

The lyrics in this version stem from a Combination of Doc
Watson and Jean Ritchie’s recordings.
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Cheeks as red as a bloomin’ rose,
Eyes of the deepest brown,

You are the darlin’ of my heart,
Stay till the Sun goes down.

Shady Grove, my little love,
Shady Grove I know,

Shady Grove, my little love,
Bound for the Shady Grove.

When I was a little boy,

I wanted a Barlow knife
Now I want little Shady Grove

to say she'll be my wife

Shady Grove, my little love,
Shady Grove my darling
Shady Grove, my little love,
I'm going back to Harlan

‘310 UT P[Iom oY) 1Jo] PUE ‘€Z6T
ur ‘eurjoae)) yjioN ‘der) deo(] UT UI0q SBM UOSIBA\

‘pajejTwI-1jo Jsow oY)
Jo euo pue ‘sseaSen|q Jo [[& UL o[qBYe)STWUN JSOUW
a1} Jo ouo st o[A1s Suryord Jejng ST "pAoJIIBf] Uyor
pue 2IyA\ SousLe[)) oY1 seliesodwejuod apisduore
paemdoj sseadenyq Surgsnd pue—eurjoaey) Y)oN
[BINT UT SUTSULIQ posssvsssssa s son
-dn sty 09 SuTMO |
—suonpea) [eo -
-isnw ustyor[eddy 4
Plo-SeLINjued usemy |
-oq ouI[ oY} pas[[em |
oY "sAem Y3 [

&Y [[e ur ATeuols
-1A ssea3en[q B seMm |
‘pooyprryp eouts |
pur[q Sureq ojidsep -

e

‘uosyep ooQ

These verses have also been heard at various
times:

Cut a banjo from a gourd
string it up with twine
The only song that I can play
is "Wish that gal was mine"

Apples in the summer time
peaches in the fall
If T can't have the girl I love

I don't want none at all

I've got a big fine horse

and corn to feed him on
All T need's little Shady Grove

to feed him when I'm gone



